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Policy Areas 
 

 policy area is a portion of an area plan that contains special or unique 
characteristics that merit detailed attention and focused policies. The 
location and boundaries for the Policy Areas in the Southwest planning 
area are shown on Figure 4, Policy Areas, and are described in detail 

below. 
 

POLICY AREAS  
 
Twelve policy areas are designated within the Southwest Area Plan. They are 
important locales that have special significance to the residents of this part of the 
County. Many of these policies derive from citizen involvement over a period of 
decades in planning for the future of this area. In some ways, these policies are 
even more critical to the sustained character of the Southwest planning area than 
some of the basic land use policies because they reflect deeply held beliefs about 
the kind of place this is and should remain. The boundaries of these policy areas 
shown on the Policy Area Map are approximate and may be interpreted more 
precisely as decisions are called for in these areas. This flexibility, then, calls for 
considerable sensitivity in determining where conditions related to the policies 
actually exist, once a focused analysis is undertaken on a proposed project. 
 
Citrus/Vineyard 
 
The Citrus/Vineyard Policy Area, which applies to lands located easterly of the 
City of Temecula northerly and southerly of Rancho California Road, has been 
established as a distinct area to ensure the continuation of the rural lifestyle and 
wine production in southwestern Riverside County. This policy area 
encompasses one of the most important agricultural lands in the County. The 
many wineries here provide a significant tourist attraction to the region, which in 
turn provides a continual economic benefit to the surrounding businesses. Not 
only that, the Citrus/Vineyard area also is an important part of the character of 
the Southwest planning area and has become ingrained in the Aculture@ of the 
surrounding communities. The Citrus/Vineyard policies also protect against the 
location of uses that are incompatible with agricultural uses and which could 
lead to conflicts with adjacent uses. The following policies are reflected in the 
provisions of the Citrus/Vineyard (C/V) Zone, which was established to preserve 
the distinctive character of this area. 
 
Policies:  

 
SWAP 1.1 Maintain a rural and agricultural character in the Citrus/ Vineyard 

area through continued implementation of the C/V zone and 
judicious use of the C-C/V zone. These zones help achieve the 
desired character by requiring that commercial buildings, wineries, 
citrus processing operations, and bed and breakfast inns be 
designed in a Arural@ or Awine-country@ theme and by discouraging 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and street lights.  

 
SWAP 1.2* Require a minimum lot size of five (5) ten (10) acres for new 

residential tract maps and parcel maps. 
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SWAP 1.3* Encourage clustered developments in conjunction with onsite 
provision of vineyards for new residential tract maps and parcel 
maps where appropriate. In case of a clustered development, the 
overall project density yield must not exceed one dwelling unit per 
five (5) acres. While the lot sizes in a clustered development may 
vary, require a minimum lot size of 1 acre, with at least 50% of the 
project area set aside for permanent provision of vineyards 

 
SWAP 1.31.4*  Continue to provide for incidental commercial uses, such as 

retail wine sales/sampling rooms, incidental gift sales, restaurants 
excluding drive-through facilities, and delicatessens, and bed and 
breakfast inns as incidental commercial uses in conjunction with 
wineries that maintain established on site vineyards on 10 acres or 
more provided that at least: 

• 75% of the project site is planted in vineyards; 
• 75% of the grapes utilized in wine production and retail 

wine sales are grown or raised within the county; and  
• The winery facility has a capacity to produce 3,500 gallons 

of wine annually.  
 

   SWAP 1.5* Continue to provide for incidental commercial uses, such as bed 
and breakfast inns on 5 acres or more, and country inns on 10 acres 
or more and may allow Special Occasion Facilities on 10 or more 
acres, 1 provided that at least 75% of the project site is planted in 
vineyards. 

 
   SWAP 1.6* Continue to provide for incidental commercial uses, such as bed 

and breakfast inns on 10 acres or more, country inns on 15 acres or 
more, and hotels on 20 acres or more, in conjunction with wineries 
provided that at least:  

• 75% of the project site is planted in vineyards; 
• 75% of the grapes utilized in wine production and retail 

wine sales are grown or raised within the county; and  
• The winery facility has a capacity to produce 3,500 gallons 

of wine annually.  
[*GPA 760, BOS RSLN 2006-141, 05/16/06] 
[1- GPA 1056, BOS RSLN 2009-162, 10/20/09]  

 

Valle de los Caballos 
 
This policy area is located easterly of the City of Temecula, and is very 
generally bounded by Monte Verde Drive and Highway 79 South on the south, 
Pauba Road and the Vail Lake area on the east, Linda Rosea Road on the north, 
and Anza Road on the west. This is an area characterized by gently rolling hills 
and equestrian, rural residential, and agricultural activities. Most of the land in 
the area is in parcels of 10 acres or larger, which fosters a very low intensity, 
rural lifestyle. In order to preserve opportunities to enjoy the type of rural 
lifestyle offered in this area, it is appropriate to retain the area in 10-acre 
minimum parcel sizes.  
 
Policies:  

 
SWAP 2.1 Require a 10-acre minimum lot size for residential development 

within the Valle de los Caballos Policy Area, regardless of the 
underlying land use designation.  


